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More than 700 
students received their 
diplomas during two 
commencement 
ceremonies in the Alumni 
Arena. Students from the 
colleges of liberal 
arts and science & 
technology walked across 
the stage during the 
10 a.m. ceremony. The 
colleges of education and 
health professions held 
ceremonies at 1 p.m.
Top: President Linda 
Bleicken presided over her 
first AASU commencement 
ceremonies.
Center: Herbie Griffin, 
a 1942 graduate of 
Armstrong Junior College, 
spoke to graduating 
students. An active member 
of the alumni association, 
Griffin delighted the 
afternoon graduates by 
singing the Armstrong fight 
song, which was popular in 
the early years of Armstrong 
Junior College. 
Bottom: Graduating 
seniors stand ready to 
celebrate their 2009 winter 
graduation.
3 Days for AASU 2010




Now granting Doctor of Physical 
Therapy Degree
The good news came in early December, 
just ahead of the holiday break. The 
Southern Association of Colleges and 
Schools (SACS) contacted AASU 
officials to announce that it was granting 
authority to Armstrong Atlantic to offer 
selected doctoral degree programs. The 
change allows AASU to offer its Doctor 
of Physical Therapy (D.P.T.) degree 
independently. 
“This approval by SACS raises the 
level of the institution as a whole and will have a positive impact on the quality of the 
education we provide, not only through the College of Health Professions, but across all 
colleges and disciplines” said AASU President Linda Bleicken.
AASU has been offering the D.P.T. degree through a consortium with the Medical 
College of Georgia and North Georgia College and State University since 2006. 
That consortium was dissolved in July 2009. In October 2009, The Board of Regents 
of the University System of Georgia approved AASU’s proposal to offer the degree 
independently from the consortium. 
“The approval by SACS validates our ongoing ability to offer an excellent physical 
therapy program. This has been a very carefully planned process and represents the 
culmination of years of hard work,” said Anne Thompson, interim head of the AASU 
Department of Physical Therapy.
Confucius Institute Supports AASU Scholarships
AASU’s Office of International Education has received a $24,000 grant from the 
Confucius Institute at Kennesaw State University (CIKSU) to support 22 AASU 
students and two faculty members in a study abroad excursion to China in the summer. 
The institute initially announced that they would grant scholarships for 14 students 
and two faculty members. After learning that eight students were on the waiting list, 





Dan Dale, a student in the Doctor of Physical Therapy 
Degree program, examines a patient.
“I am excited to announce that through the efforts of Dean Shelley Conroy’s and  
Dr. Helen Taggart’s efforts, the Confucius Institute at Yangzhou University announced 
that they are awarding us another eight $1,000 scholarships to help subsidize the cost 
for these additional students,” said James Anderson, AASU special assistant to the vice 
president for international education.
The grant was the result of more than a year of collaborative discussions among Ken Jin 
at CIKSU, Dean Lily Young of Yangzhou University and the Office of Chinese Language 
Council International,” said AASU Dean of the College of Health Professions Shelley 
Conroy.
Athletic Trainer Helps  
Save a Life
AASU Head Athletic Trainer Daniel 
Hinely’s quickness of mind and feet 
helped save a life shortly before a 
Pirate basketball doubleheader at 
Lander University on January 20. 
Lander assistant professor Charles 
Sacoco collapsed in the arena parking 
lot in front of the AASU team bus. 
Within seconds, Hinely exited the 
bus, rushed toward the professor, called 
911 and alerted the Lander athletic 
training staff of the situation. He then began cardiopulmonary resuscitation until Lander 
staff arrived with an automated external defibrillator.
Minutes later, Sacoco was stabilized and transported by Greenwood EMS personnel to a 
hospital, where he was treated. He is expected to make a full recovery. 
Many faculty and staff from Lander University took time after the conclusion of the 
basketball doubleheader to come out of the stands and thank Hinely for his efforts in 
helping their colleague in a time of crisis.
Hinely has been the head athletic trainer at Armstrong Atlantic State since the 2006-07 
athletic year and serves as the treasurer of the Georgia Athletic Trainers’ Association. 
“I’m glad that professor Sacoco is on his way to full recovery due to the efforts of not 
only myself but the entire Lander University athletic training staff and the Greenwood 
EMS personnel,” Hinely said. “You go through so much training for situations like these 
but never expect to put them in action. I’m just happy to have been able to provide the 
necessary treatment at the right time.”
AASU’s MHSA Program Earns Reaccreditation
AASU’s Master of Health Services Administration (MHSA) program has been granted 
reaccreditation by the Commission on Accreditation of Healthcare Management 
Education (CAHME). The reaccreditation is effective fall 2009 through fall 2015.
AASU is one of only two universities in Georgia that have CAHME-accredited 
programs. The accreditation assures that the AASU program meets or exceeds nationally 
recognized standards and comes after a lengthy process during which every aspect of the 
program is closely examined. 
“Periodic reaccreditation is important because it gives students a competitive advantage, 
including eligibility for post-graduate residencies and fellowships,” said Joey Crosby, 
AASU professor of health sciences and program coordinator.
Daniel Hinely met with AASU President Linda Bleicken after 
he helped save the life of a Lander University professor.
Calendar
*For all art, music & theatre events call 344.2801 from noon to 3 p.m., weekdays, for information.
February 3 
Women’s Basketball vs. Flagler, 5:30 p.m. 
Men’s Basketball vs. Flagler, 7:30 p.m.  
February 5 
Men’s Tennis vs. Florida Southern, 1 p.m. 
Baseball vs. Salem International, 2 p.m.
The AASU Department of Art, Music & Theatre hosts the Georgia Music Educators 
Association District Honor Band in concert at 7 p.m. in the Fine Arts Auditorium. 
Admission is free.*
February 6 
Baseball vs. Salem International, 1 p.m.  
February 7 
Baseball vs. Salem International, 11 a.m.  
February 8 
Women’s Basketball vs. Lander, 5:30 p.m. 
Men’s Basketball vs. Lander, 7:30 p.m.  
February 8-19
The AASU Department of Art, Music & Theatre presents An Artistic Discovery, the 
annual United States Congressional High School Juried Art Exhibition for the Georgia 
1st and 12th Districts in the AASU Fine Arts Gallery. Gallery hours are 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
weekdays. Admission is free.*
February 11-14
The Masquers theatre troupe presents a special AASU 75th Anniversary and African 
American History Month production: “We’ve Come This Far: AASU Celebrates African 
American/African Theatre.” Enjoy a sampling of scenes from African-American plays 
performed by the Armstrong Theatre troupe over its distinguished history. Excerpts will 
include A Raisin In The Sun, Othello and For Colored Girls Who Have Considered Suicide 
When The Rainbow Is Enuf. Performances are at 7:30 p.m. (3 p.m. only on February 14) in 
AASU’s Jenkins Hall Black Box Theater. Free admission. Limited seating. 
Connect Savannah is the print sponsor of the Masquers.*
February 12 
Baseball vs. Southern Indiana, 2 p.m.  
The AASU Department of Art, Music & Theatre presents Piano Fest 2010 clinician 
and pianist, Scott Price, in a guest artist recital at 7:30 p.m. in the AASU Fine Arts 
Auditorium. General admission: Only $6. AASU Campus Union Board sponsors 
PianoFest.*
February 13 
Baseball vs. Southern Indiana, 1 p.m. 
Softball vs. Florida Tech, 1 p.m.  
The AASU Department of Art, Music & Theatre presents newly-crowned Piano Fest 
2010 Competition Winners in recital at 5:30 p.m. in the AASU Fine Arts Auditorium. 
Admission is free. AASU Campus Union Board sponsors PianoFest.* 
February 14 
Women’s Tennis vs. Montevallo, 10 a.m. 
Baseball vs. Southern Indiana, 11 a.m.  
February 16 
Softball vs. Savannah State, 1 p.m.  
The AASU Department of Art, Music & Theatre presents horn instructor Jessica Garcia 
and staff accompanist Kelli Horton in a faculty recital at 7:30 p.m. in the AASU Fine 
Arts Auditorium. Music by Johann Sebastian Bach, Richard Strauss and others. General 
admission is $6.*
February 18-21 and 25-27
The Masquers theatre troupe will con a laugh or two out of you with its production of 
the twisting and turning hit musical comedy Dirty Rotten Scoundrels by David Yazbek 
and Jeffrey Lane. Performances are at 7:30 p.m. (3 p.m. only on February 21) in AASU’s 
Jenkins Hall Theater. Call 344.3169 for group ticketing information. General admission 
is $15. Discounts available to military, seniors, alumni members, AASU faculty/staff, 
and students/children. AASU students presenting valid AASU I.D. will be admitted 
free of charge. Audience discretion is advised for language. Connect Savannah is the print 
sponsor of the Masquers.* 
February 19 
Baseball vs. Shepherd, 2 p.m.  
February 20 
Men’s & Women’s Tennis vs. Augusta State, 1 p.m.  
Straight from Washington, D.C., the AASU Department of Art, Music & Theatre 
presents the United States Navy Sea Chanters Chorus in concert at 7:30 p.m. in the 
AASU Fine Arts Auditorium. Admission is free. Savannah Morning News and the U.S. 
Navy League are co-sponsors of this concert.*
February 21 
Baseball vs. Shepherd, 11 a.m.  
The AASU Department of Art, Music & Theatre presents an art gallery reception for 
An Artistic Discovery, the annual United States Congressional High School Juried Art 
Exhibition for the Georgia 1st and 12th Districts, at 2 p.m. in the AASU Fine Arts 
Gallery. Admission is free.*
February 22-23 
Men’s Golf hosts Savannah Invitational.
February 24 
Women’s Basketball vs. UNC Pembroke, 5:30 p.m. 
Men’s Basketball vs. UNC Pembroke, 7:30 p.m.  
February 26
The AASU Department of Art, Music & Theatre presents Anne Busby, flute, in 
graduation recital at 2:30 p.m. in Fine Arts Auditorium. Admission is free.* 
Baseball vs. Missouri-St. Louis, 2 p.m.  
February 28 
Baseball vs. Missouri-St. Louis, 11 a.m.
February 22-27, 2010 • homecoming.armstrong.edu
REGISTER TO WIN A 26” FLAT SCREEN TV!




Free Food and Games, AASU Homecoming King and Queen Court Announced
8 p.m., AASU Alumni Arena
February 23
Students in the AASU AMT Music Program shine in the annual scholarship fund 
benefiting AASU Music Ensembles Showcase Concert at 7:30 p.m. in the AASU Fine 
Arts Auditorium. Performing groups include the AASU Wind Ensemble, University 
Chorale, University Singers, Percussion Ensemble, Jazz Ensemble, and Jazz Combo. 
Advance general admission is $12.
February 24
Greek Block Party
Meet the Greeks and Get a Free Lunch
11 a.m. to 1 p.m., Shearouse Plaza
Spoken Word Artist Gina Loring
8 p.m., MCC Daily Perk
February 25
Powder Puff Football Game
AASU football is undefeated… just ask the ladies
8 p.m., Intramural Fields
February 25-March 10
The AASU Department of Art, Music & Theatre presents the AASU Invitational 
Alumni Art Exhibition in the AASU Fine Arts Gallery. Gallery hours are 9 a.m. to  
5 p.m., weekdays. Admission is free.
February 26
The AASU Department of Art, Music & Theatre presents a gallery reception for the 
AASU Invitational Alumni Art Exhibition at 5:30 p.m. in the AASU Fine Arts Gallery. 
Admission is free. 
Comedian Dan Ahdoot
8 p.m., Fine Arts Auditorium
February 27
Homecoming Tailgate
Free Food, Live Music, Games and 75 Antiques Car Show
Each of AASU’s 75 years will be represented by a car, starting with a 1935 model.
Organized by the Antique Automobile Club of America - Savannah Chapter
noon, Sports Center Parking Lot
Women’s Basketball vs. Francis Marion
5:30 p.m., AASU Alumni Arena
Men’s Basketball vs. Francis Marion
Homecoming King and Queen Crowned
7:30 p.m., AASU Alumni Arena
Homecoming Dance
9:30 p.m., Student Recreation Center
Kudos
Jane Barnard (mathematics – retired) was the closing keynote speaker at the October 
Georgia Mathematics Conference, attended by more than 1500 Georgia mathematics 
teachers. Her talk, “Fifty Years… and Who’s ‘Counting’?” encouraged teachers/leaders to 
reflect on personal and collective pasts that offer opportunities for learning and growth. 
Barnard also was the opening keynote speaker for an evening session. The keynote, 
“I’m All Excited!” used humor, photographs, cartoons and personal stories to challenge 
conference attendees to be passionate about mathematics and teaching mathematics.
Jose de Arimateia da Cruz (political science) has been named to the Academic 
Advisory Board of McGraw Hill Higher Education Contemporary Learning Series. 
His responsibilities will be in the area of Weapons of Mass Destruction and Terrorism, 
especially in Latin America.
Wendy Wolfe, Vann Scott and students Davor Zink and Adele Stevens (psychology) 
presented a poster, “To Reflect or Distract?: A Comparison of Self-Distanced, Self-
Immersed, and Distraction Strategies for Processing Anger-Eliciting Memories,” at the 
annual meeting of the Association for Behavioral and Cognitive Therapies in New York 
City in November.
Jessica Frieder (psychology) and colleagues presented a poster, “Evaluation of preference 
of breaks for a child with escape-motivated problem behavior,” at the annual Southeast-
ern Association for Behavior Analysis conference, Wilmington, NC in October.
Mirari Elcoro, Bradley Sturz and student Elizabeth Ross (psychology) presented a 
poster, “Acquisition of an operant response with delayed reinforcement and different 
lever locations: Visual and quantitative analysis,” at the annual meeting of the 
Southeastern Association for Behavior Analysis, in Wilmington, NC in October.
Sturz and colleagues presented a poster, “Facilitation of learning spatial relations 
among locations in the absence of coincident visual cues,” at the annual meeting of the 
Psychonomic Society in Boston in November.
Sturz and colleagues also presented a paper, “Facilitation of learning spatial relations 
among locations: Generality across configurations,” at the annual fall meeting of the 
Comparative Cognition Society in Boston in November.
He and student Stephanie Diemer co-authored “Reorienting when cues conflict: A role 
for information content in spatial learning?” in the journal Behavioural Processes.
Sturz was also selected as Behavioural Processes’ Top Reviewer for 2009 in recognition of 
his exceptional contribution to the development of the journal.
He and co-authors published an article, “Testing the translational-symmetry hypothesis 
of abstract-concept learning in pigeons,” in the journal Learning & Behavior.
Daniel Skidmore-Hess (criminal justice, social & political science) delivered a paper, 
co-authored with Cathy Skidmore-Hess (history, Georgia Southern University), at 
the Northeastern Political Science Association meeting in Philadelphia in November. 
The paper is titled “Rosa Luxemburg: The Science of Leadership and the Tragedy of 
Revolution.”
Richard Wallace (chemistry & physics) presented “Edible and Ornamental Banana 
Development for Non-Tropical Climates” at the Southeast Regional Fruit and Vegetable 
Conference held in January at the Savannah International Trade and Convention 
Center. Co-authors were Suzy Carpenter and Crystina Bronk from AASU and Gerard 
Krewer from UGA-Tifton. Wallace, Carpenter and Krewer also presented at the 
conference “Recent Experiments Involving ‘Veinte Cohol’: A Short Cycle Banana for 
Fruit Production in Non-tropical Environments.”
Wallace’s manuscript, “Challenges Ahead For The Banana,” was recently published in 
the journal “Folia Malaysiana.” The manuscript was co-written by Markku Häkkinen 
from Finland.
George Shields (science & technology) presented a seminar in January at North Georgia 
College on the topic of “Computational Design of a Small Peptide that Inhibits Breast 
Cancer.” He made the same presentation to the faculty of the School of Chemistry at 
Georgia Tech last semester. Also last semester he served on a review panel at the NSF to 
evaluate NSF-STEP proposals.
Maya Reynolds Clark and April Garrity (communication sciences & disorders) are 
serving on the Georgia Speech-Language Hearing Association Convention Committee. 
The annual convention will take place March 19-21, 2010 in Atlanta.
Regina Rahimi (middle and secondary education) published an article, “What does she 
expect when she dresses like that? Teacher interpretation of emerging adolescent female 
sexuality,” in Educational Studies.
Azita Bahrami (information technology) published a book chapter, “Mining 
E-Documents: Detection of Physical and Logical Structures through Metadata and 
Ontology,” in the book, Data Engineering: Mining Information and Intelligence, published 
by Springer.
James Smith (languages, literature & philosophy) was interviewed by Orlando Montoya 
about Don’t Leave Hungry: Fifty Years of Southern Poetry Review (University of Arkansas 
Press, 2009). The thirty-minute segment aired Sunday, December 6 on Georgia Public 
Broadcasting’s Cover to Cover. Smith edited the anthology and wrote the book’s 
introduction, as well as prefaces for its five chapters. Former U.S. Poet Laureate Billy 
Collins wrote the foreword. The interview explored the book’s significance in American 
poetry, as well as the importance of the poetry journal still in production. Smith is the 
associate editor of Southern Poetry Review.
Felix Hamza-Lup (computer science) published a journal article, “The Haptic Paradigm 
in Education: Challenges and Case Studies,” in the Internet and Higher Education Journal- 
Elsevier in January 2010.
Douglas Masini (respiratory therapy) was notified that his chapter “The Ethics of Health 
Care Delivery” was accepted for publication in the 2nd edition of the textbook Hess, D.R., 
MacIntyre, N.R., Mishoe, S.C., Galvin, W.F., Adams, A.B., & Saposnick, A.B. Respira-
tory care: Principles and practice. Rhonda Bevis and Christine Moore (respiratory
therapy) also have a chapter on Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation in the same textbook. 
The book is published by Jones and Bartlett, and will be available in late fall 2010.
Articles published by Masini were “The Game Your Kids are Dying to Play” which 
appeared in Savannah Health Perspectives in fall 2009, and the article “Riding the  
wave of hypertonic saline therapy in Cystic Fibrosis” in the December 2009 edition of 
Focus: Respiratory Therapy Journal.
Alexander Makarevich, M.D., Ph.D., was a guest of the Armstrong Atlantic State 
University’s respiratory therapy program from December 5-11, 2009. Makarevich, 
a lung physician, is a professor and department head of pulmonology at the First 
Department of Internal Diseases at the Belarusian State Medical University in Minsk, 
Belarus. Makarevich was a 2009 American Association for Respiratory Care (AARC) 
International Fellow.
Franco Zengaro (health & physical education) presented three papers in November at 
the annual meeting of Mid-South Educational Research Association, Baton Rouge, LA.  
Zengaro, F. “Teacher Cognition and Teacher Planning in Preservice Teachers: A Multiple 
Case Study;” Zengaro, F., MacBeth, J., & Zengaro, S. “When Metaphors Reveal Images 
of Teaching in Preservice Physical Education Teachers;” and Zengaro, S., & Zengaro, F. 
“Using Metaphors to Understand Students’ Attitudes Toward Writing.”
Zengaro also presented a paper at the meeting of the European Committee on Sports 
History at the University of Pisa, Italy, in September 2009: Zengaro, F., Zengaro, S., & 
Malfi, M. “Acceptance of aggression and moral decision-making in Italian adolescents.”
In September 2009, he spoke to students and faculty at Istituto Tecnico Statale Pezzuli, 
Cosenza, Italy on student motivation and to educators at the Spinadesco (Cremona) diocese.
He received a grant from the College of Education to conduct research on aggression, 
sports participation and moral decision-making in high school students this spring.
Richard Cebula (economics) and Kyle Taylor (economics major) published “Does a 
Lack of Health Insurance Elicit an Increase in the Rate of Voluntary Military Enlistment 
in the U.S? A Time Series Analysis, 1974-2007” in International Business Research in 
January.
Marilyn Hutchinson (middle grades and secondary education) has been named as 
a member of the 2010 National Youth At-Risk Planning (NYAR) Council. The 
conference attracts participants from around the nation and internationally. Hutchinson 
served as a presenter at last year’s conference and will serve as the moderator this year 
of the “Educating Mean Girls Panel.” The conference, held each year in Savannah, is 
February 28-March 3 and is sponsored by Georgia Southern University.
AASU in the News
Following are some of the top stories appearing in print and broadcast media in 
December 2009 and January 2010. For more details on these and other stories, contact 
Francisco Duque in Marketing & Communications at 344.2971, or Francisco.Duque@
armstrong.edu.
December 2009
12/1 AASU is working with students to help them stay in school and avoid a growing 
post-Thanksgiving national trend to drop out.
 WTOC-TV
12/2 Senior Luciana Tobal awarded scholarship by Wine and Spirits Wholesalers of 
Georgia Foundation
 Savannah Morning News
12/3  Richard Cebula (economics) published biweekly column.
 Savannah Morning News
12/8 Windward Commons topping out ceremony.
 WJCL/Fox
12/12 AASU held commencement ceremonies.
 WJCL/Fox and WTOC
12/15 Kristin Stout (Lane Library) was selected to participate in the American Library  
Association’s 2010 Class of Emerging Leaders
 Library Journal
12/17 Richard Cebula (economics) published biweekly column.
 Savannah Morning News
12/18 Anne Costrini, 91, earned paralegal certification from AASU.
 WTOC-TV, WSAV-TV and WJCL-TV.
 Also, Savannah Morning News 1/ 6
12/18 AASU health professions students to study in China under Confucius Institute 
grant.
 Coastal Courier
12/16 AASU is authorized to offer Doctor of Physical Therapy Degree.
 Inside Higher Education
 Also, American Association of State Colleges and Universities newsletter 12/16 
and Savannah Morning News 12/16 
 
January 2010
1/1 Polar bear plunge at Tybee Island raises $5,000 for AASU nursing scholarships.
 WTOC and WJCL/Fox
1/1 AASU men’s and women’s tennis national championships are among the top 
ten local sports stories in 2009.
 Savannah Morning News
1/3 Michael Toma (economics) quoted regarding 2010 economic forecast.
 Augusta Chronicle
1/3 Richard Cebula (economics) published biweekly column.
 Savannah Morning News
1/5  AASU students Julian and Ethan Pace, The Pace Brothers, to perform at 
Savannah’s First Friday of Folk Music.
 Effingham Herald
1/8 Bill Daugherty (political science) published op-ed on U.S. anti-terrorism policy.
 Savannah Morning News
1/14  Michael Toma (economics) interviewed after presenting at the Savannah 
Chamber of Commerce economic outlook luncheon.
 WTOC-TV
 Also, Savannah Morning News 1/15
1/14 Richard Cebula (economics) published biweekly column.
 Savannah Morning News
1/19 Alumna Amber Brooks, Class of 2000, was profiled.
 Savannah Morning News
1/20 Robert LeFavi (health sciences) published column.
 Savannah Morning News (Effingham section)
1/20 Daniel Skidmore-Hess (political science) interviewed regarding Massachusetts 
election.
 WTOC-TV
1/20 AASU students march and celebrate legacy of Martin Luther King Jr. 
 WTOC-TV and WJCL/Fox
1/20 Russell Watjen (enrollment services) honored by the American College 
Personnel Association Foundation.
 Savannah Morning News
1/22 Michael Toma (economics) quoted on unemployment numbers.
 Savannah Morning News
1/25 AASU alumnus to be sworn in as U.S. Marshal for Georgia’s southern district.
 Savannah Morning News
 Also, WSAV-TV 1/27 and WJCL/Fox 1/27
1/27 Michael Toma (economics) quoted regarding 2010 economic outlook.
 Savannah Morning News (Effingham section)
1/27 Michael Toma (economics) quoted during a presentation to members of the 
Georgia Joint Economic Development Committee.
 Savannah Morning News
1/28 Patrick Shokpeka, a senior guard in the Pirates basketball squad, was profiled.
 Savannah Morning News
1/28 Richard Cebula published biweekly column.
 Savannah Morning News 
University System of Georgia Electronic News
For news of both the university system office and individual campuses, read the monthly 
System Supplement: www.usg.edu/pubs/sys_supp/.
The submission deadline for the March issue of  
is February 15.
Please send submissions to AASU.news@armstrong.edu.
For more information contact Francisco Duque in Marketing & Communications  
at 344.2971 or Francisco.Duque@armstrong.edu.
